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There is a popular Christmas carol that we often sing or 
listen to during this season titled “Twelve days of Christmas.” 
The carol is a cumulative song with each line beginning with 
the words, “my true love gave/sent to me.” Pondering on the 
true love of Christmas, who is God Almighty, the RBC digest 
team decided to highlight what our true love has given us 
along with Jesus Christ. 

Our prayer is that as we internalize all that He has given us 
this Christmas, our love and awe of Him would grow. In this 
devotion, you will find seven devotionals - not twelve - that 
will allow you to celebrate all our true love (Jehovah) has 
given to us from Christmas morning all the way to New Year’s 
Eve. We pray that the truths in this devotional will allow you 
to cross over into the new year affirmed of God’s love and 
full of hope.

31 What, then, shall we say in response to these 
things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 
32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave 
him up for us all—how will he not also, along with 
him, graciously give us all things?
Romans 8:31-32

Introduction
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The scourge of COVID 19 has robbed us of many loved 
ones in 2020. Some have been mourned with hope, 
which eventually brings closure. It is not the same for 
those mourned without the certainty of hope; closure 
may never come. What makes the difference between 
these two scenarios? The Saviour! Those mourned with 
hope knew the Lord and their home is in heaven. Those 
mourned without the certainty of hope were either 
unbelievers or their status in Christ was not known. 

The Christmas season refocuses our attention on the 
birth of Jesus Christ – The Saviour. An extraordinary 
birth in that God (Jesus) was born as man, here on earth, 
to accomplish God’s ultimate purpose of defeating sin 
once and for all. After about 33 years here on earth, 
spent in servanthood (Matthew 20:28, Mark 10:45) 
Jesus, defeated sin on the cross. His death took away the 
world’s sin so that man, born a sinner, does not have to 
die from sin but rather have eternal life. John 10:10 tells 
us that, “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy: 
I have come that they may have life, and have it to the 
full.” 

However, the process of moving from eternal 
condemnation (i.e. die a sinner) is not automatic; one 
has to decide to choose life; it is an individual choice that 
has nothing to do with belonging or being associated 
with a ‘Christian Family’. God’s desire is that no one 
perishes and that is why He gave His one and only Son 
to die on the cross; Jesus is The Saviour to all who believe 
(John 3:16-18).

Application
If you are a believer, say NO to mourning your 
loved ones without certainty. Keep telling them 
about the saving grace of The Saviour and pray 
that they will come to know Him. Your work does 
not end there; God expects us to help ‘snatch oth-
ers’ from eternal condemnation - not just those 
known to you. Jesus told His Disciples (believers) 
to spread the gospel (Mathew 28:19-20). If you tell 
others about The Saviour, they will tell others and, 
those others will tell others. That’s how the gospel 
will spread to the ends of the earth.

Prayer
Father, I do not want to mourn my loved ones 
without hope. Agitate my heart to have the desire 
and drive to tell them and others about The 
Saviour.

The Saviour
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Daddy! Daddy! My heart melts every time I hear those 
words from my infant daughter. The sweetness in that 
innocent dependence and desire to be with me causes 
everything within me pause in simple enjoyment of 
being a father. God adopts as children sinful people who 
believe in Him. What a gift! God goes even further; He 
causes His Spirit within His children from deep within 
to call Him ‘Daddy.’ Much of our world views God as a 
distant deity who cannot be reached, a judge waiting to 
strike at the smallest fault.

This Christmas, as you spend time with family and 
friends remember that there is a God who wants to be 
your father if you will only accept his gift of salvation 
through Jesus. Or maybe this season is a reminder of 
a loved one lost or of deep loneliness. There is a father 
who knows you perfectly and yet treasures you deeply. 
He longs to call you his child if only you will seek Him. 
Perhaps, you’ve grown cold in the onslaught of so much 
difficulty and are wondering where God is in all this. 

God is still tugging at your heart leading you to believe 
that He is still in control and is working out the details 
of your life towards a good future. He only asks that you 
learn to call Him ‘Daddy’ with childlike dependence. He 
brings comfort to your frustration and tears, and life to 
your hopes and dreams.

Application:
Start your prayer today with the intimate ‘Daddy’ 
and pour out your heart to God with confidence in 
a mighty and loving father.

If ‘Daddy’ seems strange for you, you’ve never 
known God as a father, seek to unwrap the gift of 
this relationship with a trusted friend who knows 
Him well. 

Prayer:
LORD, calling you ‘Daddy’ really changes the way 
I see you. Thankyou for this gift! I know I can place 
my trembling and anxious heart in your steady 
powerful hands. My Daddy!

Daddy!
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He saw a beautiful small stone where he was playing, 
clasped it in his hand, ran to the kitchen calling out, 
“Mummy, I have a gift for you,” as he gave her the small 
stone and said, “I love you.” You should have seen the 
mum’s happiness as she took the ‘gift’ and hugged her 
son. We all love being loved and receiving presents from 
a spouse, child, parent, etc. During festive seasons, some 
people give gifts to others for no other reason than love. 

However, there is a greater love and gift offered to all. 
“For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only 
son so that whoever believes in Him will not perish but 
have everlasting life” (John 3:16). No other gift exceeds 
the gift of an only son, who died as a sacrifice so that 
we may have everlasting life. Indeed, “greater love has no 
one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends” (John 
15:13). This sacrificial love is available freely to everyone 
who believes in God. What a great love gift. When we 
believe that God loves us regardless of our sins, we can 
extend love to others, and “by this, all men will know that 
we are followers of Jesus if we love one another” (John 
13:35). When we have this love in our hearts, we get 
transformed and act in love (1 John 3:16-19), manifested 
in: patience, kindness, lack of envy, no boastfulness, and 
no pride. 

Love does not dishonor others, is not self-seeking, easily 
angered, nor does it keep a record of wrongs. Love does 
not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. Love 
always: protects, trusts, hopes, always perseveres. Love 
never fails (1 Cor 13:4- 8a). This fantastic love gift that 
transforms our lives and how we treat others is freely 
available to you and me. 

Application
In which areas do you desire your love and treat-
ment of others to be transformed?  List these down. 

Prayer
Father God, I believe in your love and the gift of 
eternal life through your son Jesus. Lord, help me 
love and treat others as you have loved me.  

God Loves You
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Christmas season for many of us brought a warm, happy 
feeling as children. I got a sense of this feeling the other 
day at the mall after seeing all the hanging lights and 
the huge Christmas tree. However, for many this season 
may not elicit the same happiness. 2020 has been a 
prolonged traumatic experience due to the COVID19 
pandemic. This has left us discombobulated. We can 
relate to Sovereign Grace’s song – “Oh Come All, You 
Unfaithful”

O come, all you unfaithful
Come, weak and unstable

Come, know you are not alone
O come, bitter and broken
Come with fears unspoken

Come, taste of His perfect love
O come, guilty and hiding ones

There is no need to run
See what your God has done
Christ is born, Christ is born

Christ is born for you

Happiness is just a feeling as a result of external 
happenstance. 2020 has reminded us that there are 
many things we can’t control - pandemics, politics, 
economics, a cancer diagnosis, mental illness – suffering 
is unavoidable. Jesus left his throne in glory, was born as 
a needy child, suffered, died and resurrected so that we 
may have hope. He retained the scars in his resurrected 
body as a reminder to us of what he has done for us. He 
is not only a God who suffered for us but one who will 
suffer with us if we accept His gift of relationship. Many 
“self-help” books and resources tell us how to avoid, 
ignore or go around suffering, Jesus invites us to put our 
hand into his and walk through it. 

The joy that Christ offers through relationship is different 
from human happiness. It is something that we are when 
we walk with Jesus and is based on spiritual realities. Joy 
holds strong even as happiness ebbs and flows. 

Application
Jesus tells us that His own joy is in us (John 15:11). 
In this season, pray that Jesus’ joy floods your heart.

Prayer
Dear God, you made me for yourself, may my 
heart find rest and joy in you, Amen.

Christian Joy is More Than Happiness
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The global COVID-19 pandemic has shaken our faith. 
Our lives have been disrupted as some among us 
have lost loved ones, employment, businesses and 
suffered financial ruin from huge medical bills. We have 
experienced lockdowns and restricted movements, 
which have destabilized many families. The result 
has been fear, anxiety, sorrow and hardship. What 
can we cling to as believers during these volatile and 
uncertain times? We have assurance that whatever the 
circumstances and situations we face, God is with us, 
“He will never leave you nor forsake you” (Deuteronomy 
31:6). Our faith is rooted in God,  our hope. 

As we mark this Christmas season, fraught with difficult 
and challenging times, we must realize that our Heavenly 
Father has given us the gift of faith to stand on. This gift 
is of vital importance to a believer’s life. In Ephesians 
2:8-9, Paul says, “For it is by grace you have been saved, 
through faith – and this is not from yourselves, it is the 
gift of God – not by works, so that no one can boast.” 
We are saved by faith. You may ask, where does faith 
come from? Paul provides us the answer: “Consequently, 
faith comes from hearing the message and the message is 
heard through the word about Christ” (Romans 10:17). 
The source of our faith is God and His Word. We must 
have faith in God and believe in our Lord and Saviour, 
Jesus Christ. We are to put our faith in Him and make His 
Word the foundation of our lives. 

Application
As a believer, always remember that you have the 
gift of faith to lean on in times of crisis. According 
to the Word of God, we should live by faith, “but 
the righteous person will live by his faithfulness” 
(Habakkuk 2:4). We must be people of faith. 
Remember that you have no reason to despair. 
Through consistent study of the word of God and 
prayer, we renew and strengthen our faith. 

Prayer
Heavenly Father, I pray for increased faith as I 
navigate through life and face challenging and 
difficult circumstances. 

Faith
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Matryoshka dolls, or stacking dolls, are wooden dolls 
developed by a sculptor and painter in Russia in 1890. 
What makes matryoshka dolls unique is that they are a 
set of dolls all found within one doll. You only have to 
separate the doll at the middle, top from bottom, to find 
another beautifully painted doll inside, and when you 
open that doll in the middle, you find another beautiful 
doll inside, and on it goes. 

One of the gifts we celebrate on Christmas given to us by 
our true Love, Jehovah, is the gift of the Holy Spirit, who 
is in some ways like a Matryoshka doll because you keep 
finding more and more beautiful the more acquainted 
you become with Him. The Holy Spirit is the third 
person of the Trinity-God the Father, God the Son, and 
God the Holy Spirit, and He indwells those that put their 
faith in Jesus as Lord and Savior (Ephesians 1:13). What 
this means is God, through the Holy Spirit, lives inside 
you and me, and all this is possible simply because Jesus 
came; what a fantastic truth to celebrate each Christmas 
(John 14:15-27).
So, what does it mean to have the Holy Spirit living inside 
of you? Let’s unfold this incredible Matryoshka gift:
1. Because of Him, we have a new nature that desires 

to please God and is positioned to experience 
greater and greater freedom from the power of sin 
(2 Corinthians 5:17)

2. He helps us to understand God’s Word and teaches 
us all things in regards to following Christ Jesus as 
Lord (John 14:26)

3. He intercedes for us, especially in seasons of weakness 
when we do not know how to pray (Romans 8:26-
27)

4. He bears spiritual fruit in us that makes us more and 
more like Jesus/Christlike (Galatians 5:22-23)

The elaborateness of its beautiful paintwork determines 
the value of the Matryoshka dolls; when we think of the 
Holy Spirit’s beauty, then we can know that the gift we 
have received is priceless.

Application
If you are walking the Christian faith in your 
strength, ask God for His forgiveness and ask Him 
to fill you with His Holy Spirit (Galatians 3:3). If you 
have been afraid of surrendering your life to Christ 
because you wonder if you have the strength to 
stay the course, be encouraged that the Holy Spirit 
will live inside you and see you through (Jude 1:24). 
Surrender to Christ today.

Prayer
“Father, fill us more and more with your Holy Spirit. 
Thank you for this gift. In Jesus name, Amen.”

The Gift of the Holy Spirit
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The events of 2020, for better or worse, have impacted 
our lives tremendously. We can choose to hold onto 
hope or crumble. We should opt for the former. So 
what does hope look like then? Holding onto God. 
In maintaining an attitude of hope, one’s mindset is 
important. Remembering “...it is the Lord who goes before 
you. He will be with you; he will not leave you or forsake 
you. Do not fear or be dismayed” (Deuteronomy 31:8). 
In Genesis 16, Hagar was mistreated by Sarai when she 
became pregnant with Abram’s child. Unable to bear it 
any more, Hagar ran away to escape it all. After the angel 
delivered God’s message (promises) to her, she returned 
to continue as Sarai’s servant declaring, “you are the God 
who sees me” (v.13). In all our experiences, God sees us.
Asking for help. 

This is a sign of strength; the cognisance that a current 
situation is beyond your hands and requesting a 
boost. This is not to be mistaken with total reliance on 
someone else or giving up. Speaking up when there is 
a need prevents suffering unnecessarily. Moses was 
running himself ragged serving alone as a judge for the 
people of Israel. His father-in-law, Jethro, suggested the 
appointment of several other capable and trustworthy 
men to help lighten Moses’ load. The judges were able to 
serve more people satisfactorily (Exodus 18).

Planning ahead. In addition to the above, anticipate 
that there is good to come. Operating in faith involves 
believing in what we do not yet see. The king of Israel 
was always one step ahead of the king of Aram who was 
determined to be at war with Israel. The king of Aram 
even thought he might have traitors (2 Kings 6: 8-23). 
With the Lord as our adviser, we surpass our troubles.

As we wrap up this year, let’s be encouraged by Alfred 
Lord Tennyson’s words, “Hope smiles from the threshold 
of the year to come, whispering ‘it will be happier’.”

Application
Also read: Genesis 16; Exodus 18; 2 Kings 6; Romans 
8:38-39; Proverbs 3:5-6.

Prayer
Lord, You are my refuge and hope. Help remember 
to cling to You especially when things appear most 
hopeless. 

Hope Smiles
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